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End of Residency Statement 2015

Scientists have spoken loudly and clearly about 
environmental issues such as climate change. 
However, stats and data seem not to be enough to 
change people’s behaviour and beliefs. It is time now 
for other disciplines to engage in the dialogue of 
sustainability and to make it available from many 
angles: ethical, legal, practical, financial, social, political 
and so forth. But sustainability is more than climate 
change, it is, to put it simply, how to live together 
without depleting that which sustains us, without 
exploiting one another or the planet.

Because the anthropocene era has landed upon us, it 
is the human that is more affected by changes, and it is 
the role of humanities to be fully engaged in this 
discussion. We artists have a lot to say about living in a 
time in which the old is dying but the new has not taken 
shape yet. We know about the pains of negotiating 
necessity and desire as we artists do that in our 
practice all the time. We question the given, and we 
know how to live with the questions and use them as 
guidelines. What you see in Raw Catalyst are not 
finished works in the traditional sense but rather a 
question in progress, a slice of cognitive activity if you 
wish, something that is still alive, changing and making 
connections. 

I want to thank the School of Art for allowing us to ‘occupy’ the studios for 2 weeks. Also the 
technicians and staff for being so patient, helpful and accommodating. This is a perfect example of 
how institutions can provide support and freedom to artist-led projects. 

I also want to thank the artists, both in situ and online, who engaged in dialogue and explorations 
of new ways of thinking which I hope will carry on in future practices and collaborations beyond the 
scope of this residency.

It has been fantastic.

Marina Velez, Cambridge, 2015


